Alan Pontet ADI

Practical Driving Test
Structure of Responsibility for Driving Standards in the UK
The Government, through the Department for Transport (DfT) and the Driving and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) and under Road Traffic Acts, sets the standard at which you may drive unsupervised on the public roads in the UK. 

The DVSA, which is an agency of the DfT, and is responsible for regulating the training and testing of all drivers and riders and their tutors, provides theory and practical testing to determine whether the required standards have been achieved by candidates.

You are responsible for meeting the required standard for the qualifying practical test. This is part of your responsibility for your safe use of public roads. Before booking a driving test please read the contractual obligations explained below. 
Contractual Obligations between You and the DVSA 
You are responsible for arranging and paying for a suitable driving test appointment with the DVSA. Your driving test appointment is a contractual arrangement between you and the DVSA – it is for them to explain the arrangements to you, and it is for you to decide, within reason, whether or not to proceed with your test appointment.  You can assess your suitability for taking the qualifying practical test by undergoing assessments offered by me, normally by way of mock-tests.

For operational reasons, the DVSA sets a minimum notice, currently 3 working days (including Saturday and excluding public holidays and not including the day of your driving test appointment or the day during which you change the appointment), after which you are financially committed to the appointment, whether you take the test or not. In other words, after the notice deadline there is no refund.
If the DVSA cancels your practical test appointment, you shall not have to pay for another appointment, and the DVSA shall offer you an alternative appointment in due course.  If the DVSA cancels your test at short notice you can submit a claim for refund of associated fees and other losses incurred.  See the DVSA website for further information.
Contractual obligations between You and Me
Approved Driving Instructor (ADI)
My ADI licence is issued and regulated by the DVSA.  I structure tuition for drivers of all standards. You employ me to help you achieve your target, i.e. passing your practical driving test and any further development which you undertake with me. My role is to advise you – it is not within my remit to tell you whether or not to take your driving test – this is a decision for you to make, and I can help you reach your decision by mock-testing your driving. The driving test is normally taken using the car in which you have taken your tuition. If this is my car, I shall agree to your use of it for your test on the understanding that I am satisfied that it is safe for you to do so – this does not assume that you have achieved the standard required – it means only that I am satisfied that the risk is minimal. If you do not pass the test, it is because your driving was not at the required standard, and you therefore need further practice.
If, on or before the day of your driving test, I conclude that it is not safe for you to use my car, I may deny the use of it for reasons of public safety and my insurance obligations. If you have paid fees to me for the day of your test, these fees can be used for further tuition (see above regarding the fee which you pay to the DVSA).
If, on the day of the practical test appointment, you decide not to take the test or I withhold use of the training car for that purpose, your pre-booked appointment with me shall continue as further tuition.  Under the agreed minimum notice period for cancellation of your appointments with me your prepaid fee is not refundable in these circumstances.
Booking a practical driving test appointment with the DVSA

To book a practical test appointment, go on-line to the same site which you used to book your theory test. 

Have a means of payment ready – card or another secure payment method.  The current fee is £62 (this fee does not include the fee payable to me for your appointment with me and which includes use of my car for your driving test).  

Follow the links to the Practical Driving Test Booking area and follow the instructions.  

You shall be required to key in the reference number from your Theory Test Pass letter – without that reference number you cannot book a practical test appointment.  

The local Driving Test Centre is at Pease Pottage (for operational and logistical reasons I do not cover driving tests at any other test centres).                        

Bear in mind that my normal start time is 09:30. You might live up to half an hour away from the test centre. You might want a longer practice than provided by the journey to the test centre. You need to arrive at the test centre in good time. You need to factor these considerations into your driving test plan. 
If you do not pass the test I can help you by discussing the test report and offering further practice appointments to address the issues highlighted in the report. If you are not satisfied with the result of your test you can take up the matter with the DVSA, and this is explained on the driving test report which the examiner passes to you after your test.
I help you learn to drive safely on the public roads without supervision

You have to demonstrate to a Government-appointed Driving Examiner that you can do so by taking and passing a driving test
About 50% of candidates fail their first attempt at the practical driving test
The most common cause is a lack of effective preparation
